THE WASHING

DRAMATIC DEPARTMENT.

PROGRAMME FOR THE WEEK

The Belasco...“The Witching Hour”
The Columbia...“Merely Msary Ann”
The National...“The Highwayman”

Chase's...........Polite Vaundeville
The Academy.........Rose Melville
The Gayety.....ccceses...Burlesque

The Lyceum..............Barlesque

Grand Opera in Washingten.
The performances last week at the Be-
dasco Theater of Puccini's “Madam But-
terfly” were well patronized, showing that

The Stock System.
The announced policy of those in chargs
of the Columbia Players seems to be a
reversion to an old and admirable theat-

TON HERALD

:

The little programme boys of the New
Nationai Theater have won praise for
their natty appearance in white uniforms,
white shoes, and caps. Their bright and
cool appearance adds to the general sum-

'mer effect in the big auditorium.

there is a certain class of theater-goers rical idea—the real stock system. It isi In Leona Wam:’;f “Thé Climax,” at

here who gladly welcome every oppor-
tunity to hear grand opera which presents
itself. The engagement, however, Was &
forcible reminder of an unpleasant fact,
to wit: that Washington is the only
Pastern city of importance that has been
peglected by the blg grand opera com-
panies this season. With the exception
of the *“Madam Butterfiy” week, just
past and the week of the Abrahmson
company last fall, we have heard no
grand operas In Washington.

Oscar Hammersteln has sent his song
birds to Baitimore and to Philadelphia,
and the Metropolitan company hag given
performances in Béston and other cities
outside of New York. In none of these
places has there been any complaint, o
far as is known, that the support of the
Public was not liberal

What is the trouble with Washington
in this regard? No one can force man-
agers and impresarios into exhibiting
where they do not choocse to go, but if
the Incentive exists for Baltimore
performances, what is there lacking
in Waslrington that keaps the better or-
g3nizations away for a whole season and
longer? Washington has turned out some
.magnificent audiences for the grand
opera performances of the Metropoliian
company, both under the Grau and the
Conried regimes. We have even had to
submit to prices m excess of those charg-
ed in other localities, but the satisfaction
of hearing the best singers in the world

{ Proposed to get together a number of
j versatile plavers, each equipped by talent
iand practics of playing “many parts,”
{and display them in a list of vehicles of
{known value, under the marshalship of
a stage manager of national reputstion;
thus hoping to present a series of enter-
tainments which will selze on the public
Interest by reason of the intrinsic worth
of the vehicles, the correct mode of pro-

Daly’s Theater, and Lauretta Taylor, In
“The Great John Ganton,” at the Lyric,
New York has discovered two new lead-
ing women who, it is predicted, will
achieve notable success on the American
stage.

Hans Robert, the well-known Washing-
ton actor, has been mentioned for the
{leading role in “The Fortune Hunter.”
| The selection should prove a happy one,

duction, and the even skill of the actors. las the role i= one just sulted to the
This is in direct opposition to the usual |talents of this actor. .

| scheme of inter ventures, in which| ——
| the company consists of a meager coterie | X YTle Bellew is to have a play by Alfred
of much and sometimes over adrerusod%s“‘m- the author of “The Walls of Jeri-
“stars,” eked out by a collection of |Ch0” for next season’s starring tour.
mediocre performers, appearing in hastily | The Bullfer of Seflpu I She-Uae 52

i the play, and it has been already used b
chosen lines of low royalty plays, G;,?“' Me:‘;nder.l:: London. >

Mr. George C. Tyler_the executive head
of Llebler & Co, who is at present in
Europe, has cabled his office In New York
that he has 2 number of forelgn attrac-
tiong which will be added to the list of
Liebler productions the coming season.

Members of Willilam Faversham's com-
pany presented him with a silver fruit
bowl at the conclusion of the perform-
ance of “The World and His Wife" at
the Broadway Theater Mayv 8. The gift
was to mark the end of Mr. Faversham's
first seascn as an actor-manager.

with |
cheap accessories, and sometimes with |
every element of stagecraft and produc- |
tion ciosely bordering on the amateurish. ‘
The first mentioned idea is a :ecels!oni
toward old and honorable custom, while!
the latter is ap attempt to fit the modern
star method to an anclent institution.
From the old stock companies came
many of the best results mccruing to the |
‘Ameﬂcan and English stage. Some of
|the greatest exemplars of the acting art
| sprang from the system, the best of them
|achieving national reputations, while a
{large number of the less gifted or more
imodest have been for vears redeeming
Z‘ny fine character deifneations and poetic
[treatment a great many productions
iwhich even the brilllancy of luminous |

Frederick A. Thomson, the stage direc-
tor of the Columbia Players, is recognized
throughout the prof. n as ope of the
best and most dependable men in the

has besn sufficient compensation for the stellar attractions have not been able|business. Otherwise he could not have

outlay,
whom
Juxury.

at least in the opinion of those to
igh-class music is more than =

Henry W. Savage, whose grand operas |

in English brought him in a great deal
of money and fame, and who first In-
troduced ““Parsifal™ English_
Washington anxious and willing to pack
the theaters where his operas were sung,
and he did not always have the highest
grade talent at that. It i @

in foun

of cou

not
no

reasonat singers to
appear wi the prices are no higher
than those charged for the eordinary the-

atr:

reasonable to expect to pay

attractions, nor is it

any

th - 1
the same iow

more

prices to hear the grand volees who are |

must ¢ Hammerstein and the
Metropolit

There is comparison between operas
only adequately surg, with the accom-
paniment ¢ ?
those given

comman
Metrop
Houses, b c rendered with intelli-
gence and ¢ on a frankly mod-|

erate scale i
Operas sung i
were o« S

usic at all.
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to get ac
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which is a pity

Graustarkian Heroics.

Graustark a cx

arious

action came in
long periods of tedi-

them n 1,

to devices t

and there was a final resort

t would tickle the ears
of
threats,

consisting heroic

n ith a less unnat-
v hero, Mr. Gre Lorry. If Gren-
fall had talked ali ng in 2 monotone,
if he had ne anged expression or
ralsed his b n gesture, but had
merely bheen the well-bred American he

was supposed to be, not particularly in-
teresting, but always on the
scene ely handy
bit of villain-foiling, we mizht have borne
with him for Miss Perry's sake. As it
was, we failed to see how he qualified
a2 a breaker of hearts. He had evidently
brought his slang, his carriage, and his
manners straight from the heart of dear
old Broadway: so that he was, in truth,
as the Princess Yetive called him, her
“jdeal American.” He was just the kind
of person, in fact, to appeal to that one
of Dickens’ sharacters who, when taken
to the play, singled out a certain member
of the cast as being most worthy of
admiration, because it was so plainly
to be seen that he was acting.

And thus it was that Grenfall Lorry
descended upon pesceful little Graustark,
that had committed no faultl to merit so
harsh a fate; thus it was he invaded the
Ppalace, overpowered seventeen guards
and the dog, saved the unhappy prin-
cess from the cruel hands of Gabriel,
_dashed the wine glass from the insulting
Jips of the dissolute Prince Lorenz, lan-
ished In a donjon keep for another's
me, fought and bled, smiled and wept,
aved, roared, and ranted his way Into
he heart of a princess and a seat upon a
throne. Ah, but it was magnificent!
Audiences tingled, thrilled, and trembled
with the stir of it, and tortured them-
selves with ecstatic fears; women wept,
strong men cheered, and litile children
cried for more; while young ladies re-
turned to their homes te revel in dreams
of a princess in distress, and the poetic
symmetry of the broad, upholstered back
that came to her rescue.

nerhans
pethaps

with a resene  or

r | posal of

the Stars and |
i

caps, Graustark ought |

{to raise above the commonplace. The |
means by which they acquired their |
knowledge was very simple. Each and |
every one was required to hold himself |
{in readiness to assume almost any part|
{2t 3 moment's notice, and If, by staged
coach misconnection or personal .'Efifn“l
iby the wayside, the specially ﬁnguged‘i
{star did not arrive, some one else was |
{assigned to the part, an@ the play went|

_ | merrily on, generally to the satisfaction, |
“land often toc the enthusiastic interest, of

e audiences. In those days the p!ay‘l
| was the thing, and the door receipts bore |
!r,n relation in proportion to the amount of |
| advertising lavished upon the performers.
| The intemt of the Columbia manage- |

ment is apparently good in the premises, |
|and the season is yet S0 new as to pro—?
i clude prognostications as to whether or |
| not they wiil be fulfiiled, but there is|
iDo reason why the whole thing shouldf

not be a prodigious success. For years|
| great artistic and monetary benefits were |

®| reaped by this same basic idea tn all the|

i principal cities of the Eng!mh-speakfng?
8 and we believe that it will
| be successful here, if the interest is car-
;r:c»d out and intelligent selection maadej
jof plays and players, At any rate, the

| CO1 fes,

"-isrhemb in its incipiency should have the
s | well wishes of all

intelligent observers,

Charles Frohman hasg secured the Am
ican nghts to “The Arcadians,” the new

proper be-'musical play now running at the Shafts- |

' bury Theater, London.

A Worthy Cause.

{ There is probably no one class of peo- |
" ipla in the world who are so charitably

inclined as the actors and actresses of
present day. It is no uncommon
ng to read of splendid benefit perform-
{ances gotten up In New York and else-

{ thophy, whether it be to save the roof
{over the head of a once-famous player
o has fallen into financial straits, or
er to found a colony for the benefit

who have outlived their
usefulness.

{of colleagues

| prefessional

] " i is h b ke. |
{ The actor's art is always at the dis- is agile in the exchange of equivoke.!

some fellow-creature in distress.
His hand is always in his pocket, and
his money, as long as it ts, Is apt to
less fortunate than he. If he has
money to glve, the actor will devote his
t and labor, or as much of it as he
can possibly spare, toward getting up
some scheme of benevolence. And bene-
fits and the ke teke a grest deal of

no

ied into execution. Al of this
iove the actor performs cheer-

He knows that his own fame and
one who is high on the popular wave to-

rcw's charity.

Turn about is fair play, and the actor

i glven hearty support when he has some
worthy object In view.

i The Lambs' Club, which s largely com-
posed of members of the theatrical pre-
fessicn, is about to build 2 new e<lub-
Instead of asking for subscrip-
;thns. the ciub has projected and is exe-
{cuting 2 mammoth theatrical entertain-
{ ment, whick It will give in New York
tand a few of the speclaily favored citles.
iOne week only willi be devoted to these
Epr—*rfomances. If the Lambs' Club sent
jout circulars to the public 2t large ask-
iing for individual subscriptions at so

| house.

| much a head they might possibly colleet |

{enough to build their clubhouse, so high
{is the regard In which the organization is
{ held in this country.

| But the entertainment which the club
| will give promises to be one of the most
| unique of its kind. The list of perform-
iers looks like an actors’ “Who's Whe.”
| and it there is any one of note who does

j not appear on the roster, he has some
lperfecny legitimate excuse for being a
| nonperticipant in thes e revels. 1t is
{ doubtful whether such a2 collection of
}notab!e actors was ever corralled into
ia:-,a company, and, besides, there will be
| many noted managers and dramatiets
| who will have their share in the big rs-
i sult.

The public is asked to help the Lambs
Club to build its clubhouse. Everybody
wants them to have a clubhouse, or any-
thing eise they want within reason. It
:“ze subscriber does not get his money’s
j worth it is a safe bet he never will, for
| genuine all-star Lambs’ gambols come

{ only once in a generation.

The patrons of the National Theater
were treated to a beautiful souvenir pro-
gramme throughout all of the opening
week. The programme was in two colors
and nad twenty pages of beautiful photo-
graphs of the principals and chorus. The
souvenir was published by Robert Edgar
Long, of the National's press department,
and distributed free during the “Robin

Hood” week,

las
find its way Into the purse of some one !

piarning and maraging before they can|

fortune, at best, are but fleeting, and the |

remained with Richard Mansfield for the |

length of time he did.

Supporting Charles Richman in his
play, “The Revellers,” at the Belasce
next week, will ba May Mackenzie, who

piays Dolly Dimples, a musica! comedy !

star. This is Miss Mackenzie's first ap-
pearance in legitimate drama, ghe having
formerly been identifled with Broadway

musical comedies, recently appearing as;
the original drum major with Weber &
Flelds, and in the support of Anna Held. ‘

Negotiations have recently been con-|

summated whereby Messrs, Martin and
Emery, of Chicago, have acquired the ex-

clusive title to the producing rights of |
“The Red MHL™ by Henry M. Blossom |
means that'
Charles B. Dillingham has relinquizhed |

and Victor Herbert. This

comedy. Messrs. Martin and Emery have
decided to put out two companies In the
piece next season, and they are now en-
gaging people and making preparations
to make handsome and costly produc-
tions. The book of the plece is by Henry
M. Bilossom, who wrote "“The Prima
Donna™ Fritzi Scheff, and who
the author of several successful musical
| comedies, as well ag straight comedies.
| The music is by Victor Herbert, the best-
| known American composer. With the ac-
| quisition of this plece Messrs. Martin and
Emery will have five attractions on the
| read next season. These will consist of
two companies playing in “The Red
MiL” two playing in “Parsifal,” and
! they will star Mr. Lee Kohlmar, former-
{1y with David Warfield in “The Music
{ Master,” in a new play.

for is

W. A. Brady produced a new play, “My
iBoy." by Rupert Hughes, at Powers'
| Theater, Chicago, May 9. Tim Murphy

{ was engaged to star in the play, and|

{ most of the honors of the occasion seem
itn have been his. James O'Donnell Ben-

- o 1 :
| where in 2ld of some worthy philan-| et of the Record-Herald, digested his | 5 1 el =
{ Impression of Mr. Murphy's art In these |ress, has arrived in the United States to | lovers of good, wholesome c
“He is an amisble gentleman |lecture on modern artists in Italy and on ! Natlonal Capital

words:
and a good actor. His method is dry,
unassuming, and confidential, and he is
| felicltous in depleting a mirthful and
{ philosophic mood. He has originality and

3’1‘1;9 sly nudge and the half-concealed
{g‘rfn are his principal comedy expedients,
{and he uses them briskly &nd drolly.

ness, sincerely and sweetly.” W. L. Hub-

{ bard noted, in the Tribune, that the atti-|

tude of the audience toward Mr. Murphy
| was expressed by “a hearty weicome
when he first appeared, applause and
| iaughter after nearly every clever line he
] had to speak, and recalls and demands for
a speech after the second act.” Ashton
Stevens, in the Examiner, found “flashes
in which he recalls Nat Goodwin at his
ibest.” O. L. Hall, in the Journal, spoke
{of his “peculiarly effective personality
and admirsbly developed skill,” and
| Percy Hammond, in the Post, noted that

{ exhibited by an audience here in a long
| time.”
|

Lo him In Cleveland. He feels that Mr.

{ Presbrey, in dramatizing Holman Day's
{ book, “Squire Phin,” has given him the
| best opportunity of his life for the ere-
jation of a stage character of importance.
| “Fighting Hime Look is a New Eng-
lander,” savs Mr. Presbrey. "“As a boy
he was the village scapegoat, and was
finally kicked out into the world in dis-
grace. Twenty years later he returns,
after having been the proprietor of a
circus in Texas. He comeés back with
340,000, the remnants of his menagerie
and a determination to conquer the vil-
i lage.
i “The town is still antagonistic. It re-
{sents his return. The warmih of his
! weleome is shown by the village consta-
bile, still in office, who holds a2 warrant for
the arrest of Look, issued twenty years
before. This warrant is promptly served,
as a means of showing how the com-
| munity feels toward the black sheep.
“During the year Fighting Hime
spends in the town he bends every effort
toward subduing the community. It has
{been his custom to rule his beasts by
| forcing them to submit. By the end of
the year he not only conquers the village,
but himself as well. His character ynder-
goes transformaiion and from the bully
{he is changed into a big. lovable chap,
{to whom it is a pleasure to surrender.
The character, as drawn by Mr. Day,
will give Mr. Arbuckle an opportunity
for a creation of a big American type
of human instincts.”

Benefit for Chase’s Staff,

On the night of Monday, May 24, & per-
formance for the benefit of the staff of
{ Chase’'s Theater wili be given by the
Vaugdeville Art Club, of this city. The
show will be 2 most varied and unique
one, the offerings of prominent amateur
and professional talent having been vol-
unteered for the occasion. Nearly every
sphere of entertainment known to the
followers of vaudevilie will be represent-
ed in its make-up, and a lengthy and ar-
tistis programme is assured. This single
performance wiil be under the direct
supervision of Chase’s staff. All the reg-
ulation facilities for the patronms of Mr.
Chase's house wiil prevail, as well as the
regular prices. Seats may now be en-

gaged at the box offics of the theater,

NOTES OF THE STAGE.

Annabelle Whitford has been engagsd
for “The Follies of 1908."

mmmm‘ an offer for the
Spanish rights of “The Blue Mouse.”

Ogden Crane huToM Louis Mann's
company in “The Man Who Stood Still.”

Arthur W. Pinerc's latest play, “The
Thunderbolt,” has appeared in book form.

JU—
H.&Northmphmmt‘how-
ing roie in “Girls,” the Clyde Fitch com-
edy

-

"Peck's Dad Boy recently closed a
succsssful semson of more tham thirty
weeks,

role in “Wildfire” next season, according
to reports.

Channing Ponock'._l “Such s Little

Queen™ will be produced next season by
Henry B. Harrls.

Theodore Roberu_wm spend his vaca-
tlon at Bayonne, N. J., when he is not
cruising in his yacht

Genee Is to awn;!n London in “The

Little Dryad™” this spring, but will return
to the United States next fall.

Bffie Shannen, at‘:s long season with
“The Thiel,” goea to her country home in
the Catskills for @ complete rest,

Alfred Herz hu—bcen re-engaged for
two years as conductor of German opera
at the Meiropolitan Opera House,

“The Devil,” after a bad season of thres
weeks, has been withdrawn from the
stage of the Adelphia Theater, London,

MeclIntyre & Heath will be put on the
road by Klaw & Erlanger next season
{in "The Steeplechasers,” by H. A. Du
iSouchet,
| “The Widow's Might” Is the title of
| the new play which Lillian Russell is to
| produce next season. The comedy is by
{Edmond Day.

:

| Blanch Walsh salled for Eurcpe on the
|Ivernia May 4 and wili endeavor to re-
{cover her health at some of the Euro-
| pean resorts,

{ Grace Van Studdiford’'s season in “The
| Golden Butterfly”” will not clese until
{June 12. She wil! appear in this opera ail
of next season.

“Little Nemo™” has closed for the pres-
jent season, but will make a tour of the
i prinicpal cities next season. The produc-
! tion is a big one,

Among the Americans who will take the
baths at Kissingen this summer are Will-
., Willlam H. Thompson,

The new musical comedy by O. Henry
{and Franklin P. Adams will be called
| “Lo,” which is probably the shortest title
ever given to a play.

Grace Reals was awarded $5.000 recently
{by a Chicagce jury for damages to her
| yvolce caused by a druggist’'s mistake in
{ filling & prescription.

5

| Orme Caldara will make his first ap-

pearance as the leading man of the Co-
{lumbia Players next Monday night in
{ “The Royal Family.”

George Fawcett's personal kit mm “The

Great John Ganton” has been so pro-
| nounced thet he will be featured hereafter
| in the announcements.

Henry - Miller a1
produce a new play by Paul Armstrong
at Atlantic City on May 31. The title is
not yet public property.

William Coliler has revived “The Man
from Mexico,” but will shortly rellnquish
his season on account of his appearance
with the Lambs" Gambol

Taliaferro will
in “The Return of the Soul,” a
%p';a,v now being written by Booth Tar-
;kmgtnn and Harry Leon Wilson.

Mabel
{ season

Wanda Vera Heimann, the Itallan act-

i the plays of Gabriel d Annunzio.

Move than 1,3 persons will appear In
Schiller’s “Joan Are,” which Maude
: Adams is to piay for one performance in
the Harvard Stadium on June 22.

of

Max
cessf

ide Fealy hag just completed a suc-
1l season as Jeading woman in a

He can dencre a kind of awkward !ender-; Winnipeg stofk company. Her plans for|offering in years.

| the coming season are not yet formed,

{ In a London interview recently George
| Bernard Shaw said of Charles Frohman:
{ “He is the most wildly romantic and ad-
| venturous person of my acquaintance.”

}
{ Elinor Giyn's novel,
{ stock comp
;Hope is leading
|

is being done by a
in Kansas City. Beryl
lady of the organi!zation.

Mme. Jane Noria will take the pert of
Mme. Marie Rappold st the Metropolitan

i rext a.
day may be the beneficlary of to-mor-| Such affection for an actor has not been | Opera House next season. Mme. Rappold

| has been engaged for La Secala at Milan.

“The Game of Lox—'e" was produced in

iwho is so generous and who seldomn| Maclirn Arbuckle is delighted with his ! Baltimore last Monday night, and is re-
=

i makes an appeal for sid, uniess he gives | new play, “The Clrcus Man,” by Eugene ported as having been well received. The
{ some equivalent in return, should be|Presbrey. The playwright read the play|Pproduction will shortly be seen in Broad-
and |

| wWay.
The cool weather of the present spring

business. Along Broadway
reigns, and the season
swing.

is still in full

It is announced that Helena Coiller Gar-
rick, sister of William Colller, wiil retire
from the stage upon the conclusion of
her engagement with “The Man from
Mexico.”

E. M. Holland has been engaged DBy
James K. Hackett to appear with him
in “The Bizshop's Candlestick,” a one-act
play, in which he is to tour the vaude-
viile houses.

Frederic Thompson and Charles B. Dil-
lingham have had some controversy over
the “heiter-skelter” device used in “The
Candy Shep.” No legal proceedings have
been instituted.

Ada Rehan sailed on the Philadelphia
for her English country home last Satur-
day. Miss Rehan is not in good health,
and it is hoped that her stay abroad will
greatly benefit her.

Mme. Rejene has scored heavily in Paris
in the new comedy by Dario Nicodeml
The pext announcement will probably be
that the French comedienne will make
ancther American tour.

Alice Fischer has won her suft against
the Wiil J. Block Amusement Company.
The judgment was for thirty weeke' sal-
ary at 3300 per week under a contract to
star Miss Fischer in a play called “Hopor
Bright.™"

“The Narrow Path,” a modern drama
by James Montague, hag been put in
active rehearsal. Those engaged are Ida
Congquest, Frederic Perry, Consueio Bai-
ley, and Georgie Lawrence, besides some
of lesser fame.

“Love Watches™” and Billle Burke have
scored a simuitaneous and instant hit
iin London. The production was made
May 11, and the cast wag the same as
that here, including Ernest

Odei].

and

Pauline Hall is to play Lilllan Russeil's |

THIS WEEK'S PLAYBILLS
National—Aborx Opera Company in
“The Highwaymana.”

The boid knight of the road, Dick
Scarlet, championed by the charming
Lady Constance, and hotly pursued by
Foxy Quiller and his Bow street consta-
bles, will again figure in Washington's
amusements this week, after an absence
of several years, for the Aborn Opera
Company, at the National Theater, will

Koven success, “The Highwayman,” for
eight performances, starting to-morrow
night, as their third weekly offering.
This opera is another of the same author-
ship as “Robin Hood,” and, like that
plece, is one of the most delightful ever
put forth by Harry B. Smith and Reg-
inald de Koven. It had a long run at |
the PBroadway Theater, New York Clty, |
and several successful seasons touring
Anydcg, afterward proving one of the
most pleasing offerings of the Aborn
repertoire. The centiral figure is Dick

nicknamed “Captaln BSear-

revive that memorable Smith and de|

Fitzgerald,

let,” to be assumed by Forrest Huff, His
daring manner of holding up stages and |
pedestrians single handed. upon the high- |
ways, has terrorized the neighborhood, |

pletures wili make the last of
S€ason as agreeable as any that have
gone before. ] .

——

Rose lehllh fn “Sts Hopkins.”

“Sis Hopkins” will be the closing at-
traction at the Academy. It is one Of
those rarely delightful plays which tells
a story consistently and without any of
the clap-trap contrivances of the modern
drama. The play is built about the life
of 8is Hopkins, a quaint, awkward,
ciumsy, and, withal, a very lovable coun-
try girl whese days have been sps=t a
the. simple surroundings of her home m
Posey County, Ind. She wears the oddest
dresses and is absolutely barren of any
ideas regarding #tyle or fashion; in fact
her knowledge of the world is confined
to the people and the events of the home
neighborhood.
“Sis Hopkins™ has been before the pub-
lie for ten years now and there is not the
slightest slgn of a waning of its popu-
larity. Everywhere crowded houses greet
the Posey County girl. The audiences
smile with her, they laugh at her odditles,
applaud her witticisms, and ponder on
her phllosophy, which is rare. Miss Rose
Melville, who originated the character of

Belasco—“The Revellers.”

‘When the Messrs. Shubert present “The
Revellers” here for the first time on any
stage at the Belasco Theater next week
Charles Richman will appear in the dou-
ble capacity of playwright and ‘“fea-
tured” player. “The Revellers” is the
first dramatic work from the pen of Mr.
Richman, admittedly one of the most
popular and poilshed sctors in the coun-
uy, and he wiil himself play the leading
roie 9f Jack Randolph.

“The Revellers” is a comedy drama in
towcctlmddubwnnmerueuer&
tion through love of 3 young man who

khes been wasting his powers In dissipa-
tion. One of the scenes depicts & “beef-
steak™ supper in “The Dungeon,” a Bo-
hemian resort well known in New York
under another title. In this act Miss May
Mackenzie does a dancing specialty. The
Shuberts have provided a big scenig pro-
duction, and the cast includes, in addl-
tion to Mr. Richman, Katherine Florence,
Vera Finlay, Leonora Oakford, Ceell
Kern, Emms Butler, Reeva May, Fred-
erick Truesdell, George Pauncefort,
Charles Harbury, Frank Gheen, M. H.

COMING ATTRACTIONS, !

end two officers of the law. Constable | Sis. IS playing the title role as usua] and
“Foxy” Quiller, of Bow strect (William | 18 Supported by a company which has
Herman West), and Lieutenant Lovelace | "¢Ver been excelled for individual ability
(John R. Philllps) are using every deviee  ©f its members. Miss Melvilie's manager,
and subterfuge to trap him. His lows| Mr. J. R Stirling, has given the play a
affair with Lady Constance Sinclair |complete new production this season, and
(Helen Bertram) forms the basis of the |In the famous seminary scene, Where the
pretty romance, and it is she who saves  8irls give an “entsrtainment” for thelr
him from eapture by masquerading as relatives, there are new songs and many
the bold bandit and getting herself ar- | NeWw speciaities. Obadiah, the undertak-
rested in his place. The other characters | °r'S assistant, has a whole new set of
that lend interest to the story and help | €pitaphs for the Posey County people
in working it out to its happy denoue-| whom he hopes some day to bury, and
ment are Howard Chambers, as Sir God- | there is a laugh In every verse of his
frey Beverly; Fritzl von Busing, as Lady | fingle.

Pamela; Eugene Francis, as Capt. Rod-| g

ney; Sabery D'Orsell, as Doll Primrose; | Gayety—Bowery Burlesquers.
Sol Solomon, as Toby Winkie; J, S. Don-| The ridiculously funny two-act comedy,
eily, as Jack Middleton; Marlan Cordes, | “Too Much Isaacs” will be the vehicle

as Mrs. Jarvey, and Charles W. Phillips, | _ &
a9 the landlord of the “Cat and Fiddie” | ""°d ¥ the Bowery Burlesquers this

ot | week in their appearance at the Gayety
S { Theater. One of the cleverest Hebrew
Belasco—John Mason in “The Witch- | comedians in burlesque, Ben Jansen, will
ing Hour.” jbe seen in the leading comedy role. The
A welcome attraction at the Belascn | 0TSt act of the play will detail the possi-
Theater this week will be & return en- | 0l¢ bappenings in a day's dolngs of a
gagement of Mr. John Mason, in Au_:.\‘ow York department store, while the
gustus Thomas’ powerful drama, "!'hei“.c‘md is lald In a gummerlng place.
Witching Hour.” Psychological studemsi’he"v" e siat Wil permi clower
- y iy ! specialties and captivating ensembies will
have found In Mr. Thomas drams un- | be Introduced by a talentsd company and
limited material to sustain thelr sclentific | an attractive chorus. Among those prom-
clalms concerning telepathy, and the irent in the cast may be mentioned
admirer of good acting and modern stage- | Charlées Jansen, Harry Hills, Ed Fitz-
craft hes been satisfied, too, for “The|Serald, Eddie Convey, Neelr Limbach,
Witchs * beside ohin reat | 70BN Quinn, Fred Russel!, Lilllan Heid,
:?:;o: nfngog;u;n:"ﬁ?a’ir:: :: a: | Norma Bell, Josie Kine, Edna Green, and
gruut philsssihy. has sl the 8 e a) O€rtie Hart. Ben Jansen is without doub’

phy, has all the features of | the “trump card” of the show, and

& great play. The story of the piay i8|pever falls to preserve continuous iz
jnow too well Known to need recap.’tuia-lx»-v in the aundience while he Is upe
{tlon, but Mr. Thomas' views the|staga, as every one who has seen

ireason for the play are interesting :

i being asked if there was any lesson *o'

on alm

Oa | knows,

Ibe derlved from the drama, he is said| The Lyceum.
{to have replied: “T have endeavored to| The attraction at the New Lyceum
| enunciate in dramatic form my belief!

fthat thensibiinnd : R Theater this week, commencing to-morrow
{that thought is a dynamic force—that is 0| matinee, will be the “Oectorcon Burlesg-

| =ay, that the vigorous thought of one man, |

{a thought bv“-r:nrv! s!rnr‘.gzd-s're— is cap- |eT=" & company of colored performers,
|able of impressing itself upon another | e2ded by Deas,
{or upon others, and Inducing in them,“ssisted by Harry Haynes, Jimmy Worles,
{the same state of mind as that of the|and Gertle Miller, in their own musical
jfirst thinker. I have also endeavored to Creation, entitled “Looking for a King.”
| set forth the logical deduction from this: | AS & special feature, Manager Kernan
{That as a man's thought is capable of | kas engaged *“Chooceta,” the world's
| projecting itself sufficiently to influence | {amous dancer.

{the minds of others he is respons

“The Flowers' Serenade.”
Miss Cora B. Shieve announces “The

act of “The Witchin

| statement that thought is a dynamic|Flowers' Serenade,” a spectacular chil-
{force. In the two succeeding acts I!4ren's entertalnment, to be_ given at

|
| endeavor to {llustrate this; and the fourth

Reed and Deas, and|

and Frank McKee will}

be starred next|

“Three Weeks,” a dramatization of'

has been a big boon to the theatrical!
prosperity |

Iaﬂuﬂ

{act is devoted to the deduction, w
{I call logical from the above prem
| Mr. Mason will, of course, be seen in 1}
|original part of Brookfield, the hypn
gambler, and the £ company
| wiil be the original Hackett Theater cast,
| Including Russ Whytal, Amelia Gardner,
gGeorge Nash, George Gaston. Ethel Win-
{throp, Julia Hay, E. L. Walton, Charles|

supportin

{ Balsar, Thomas P. Jackson, W. E But-
| terfield, Henry Hadfleld, and S. E. Hines.

] Columbia—“Merely Mary Ann.”
| It's "Merely Mary Ann”
! Columbla Players have brought
jaid for the

whom

week begi

crease |
the hold which they have attalned on the

edy in the
“Merely Mary
]1! from the pen of Israsl Zangwiil, and
;!s conceded to be the m interesting |
iand humorous of his works.
;"M@re!y Mary Ann” who brough
{and artistic triumphs to Eleanor
{and entertained the better element of!
Broadway throughout a greater run than|
| has been attained by any other dramatic
Manager be-
E‘.!-wes that Julia Dean in this role will
| exceed all her previous phs as lead-
{ing woman eof the Col a Playvers.
Frederick A. Thomson, the capable|
stage director of the company, has set|
a standard of excellence for stock presen- |
tations in this city that have become the
talk of the town, but for the coming
wesk has declared his purpose to
excel anything ever before seea here.
With the co-operation of George Rex|
Wilson and his corps of scene painters, |
he has prepared a production that wor
compare favorably with Broadway offer-
Ings. The old country mansion, in the
last act, is especially notable as an
appropriate setting for the bevy of beau-
tiful ladles who have been drafted as‘
additiona! members of the company for!
thisproduction. Of the regular members |
iof the company much will be expected,
in view of the plethora of good parts
provided for them. Ruth D. Blake will
be the Lady Chelmer; Clara Sldney, the
j landlady, Mrs. Leadbeater, and E
Wright, who forsakes the trousers of
{ Micah Dow for the dainty skirts of Rose,
Mrs. Leadbeater's daughter. Alexander|
Calvert will be cast as Launcelot; Thom- |
as Chatterton, as Peter, his friend, and'
Alexander F. Frank as the Clergyman ;

ost

Berger

2

Chase’s—Polite Vaundeville, ;
This week is the last of Chase's ewnt-i
ful and successful season, and In honor;
of the occaslon and as a tribute to 1:35
loyal féllowing the management has se-|
‘cured Nat Wills, *“the happy tramp,” this |
season’'s most popuiar attraction at
Chase’s. In evidence whereof he is chosen
to head the festive throng of theatrical
stars that will speed the parting season
and start the votaries of vaudeville long-
ing for the impending return of their
favorite form of amusement. Mr. Wills
is a Washingtonian, and promises a whol-
1y new assortment of his own exclusive,
particular, and peculiar parodies and per-
siflage. The supplementary principal faa-
ture will be Eva Taylor and her players
in “Chums,” described as the merriest of
meodern farces. Press notices galore wouid
seem to prove all that is claimed for this
contribution, and it is sald to abound in
droilerfes and overflow with action.

The third attraction will be Volita, her-
alded as the world's greatest electric wiz-
ard, whose demonstrations have excited
internationa] attention and interest.
Equipped with extensive apparatus for
harpessing the subtle electric current in
all its most potentia! applications, the
wizard !s sald to be prepared to demon-
strate that he iz electrocution-proof, and
that the lightning’s deadiy beits are as
harmless to him as rayvs of summer sun-
shine. Plenty of comic by-play makes
the novelty pleasing to ail. Another ex-
ceptional offering will be Herman Meyer,
“the man at the piano,” whose symphonie
cleverness is coupled with much jaugh-
able work, ?ecially his conciuding part,
“The Chickenl Pattl.” Cornalia and Eddie
should be found an amusing adjunct in
the mirthmaking, and “Nonette” will add
a charming feature. Evans and Lee are
another formidable re-enforcement of the
fua section of the bill, ead the motion

i morning of Tuesday, May 25, at 9 o'clock
| promptly.

! nationality of these little girls, for their
{dark skin could easily identify them with
| the Japanese,

! stand prominently forward in comparison.

{ three and five years, respectively, they

| cape, the older one, Anfta, using the more

t out last geason,

Chase’s Theater for three nights, May o,
2, and 2. The annual carnivals given
by Miss Shreve are among the most talk-
ed of juvenile performances of the day, !
and children whose ages range from touri
years to sixteen Mave performed re-|
markable feats in dancing and recitations
under her management. Mr, !
Thompson, the stage manager, is busy at |
work on the final rehearsals, and reports |

| the children in splendid form for their|
| appearances.

“The Flowers’ Serenade” will! tell the !
story of the meeting of the various ﬁov-{
ers in a forest to choose the queen. Here |
is encountered Marguerite, a Ifttle girl!
“on the outs” with the world at large|
and discontented with her surroundings. |
Her lesson from the beauty of the Sowers |

jand their ability to bloom forth !n all |

Inds of weather transforms the Httle|
pessimist, and she falls In love with Nar- |
cissus, the prince of Flowerland. Her!

| resolve is to dwell hereafter in the atmos-

phere of the flowers and secure from the
wauty and fragrance the more beautiful

| things of life,

For the Interpretation of this etrikingly
original little tale Miss Shreve will intro- |
duce over 10 children in ensembies and |
specialties,

The tickets for the carnival will be!
placed on sale at Chase’s Theater on the |

Gertle and Anita Barretto.

Since the opening of the Aborn Opera
Company's summer season at the Na-
tional Theater considerable attention has
been directed toward the two little Span-
ish” dancers, Anita snd Gertie Barretto.
For some time the patrons of this theater
have been 2t a loss to know the exact

the Indian, the Italian,
Hungarian, Mexican, or Hindoo races.
In the company of purely white-skinned
chorus girls the little Barretto sisters

Interest in the girls has been less a
matter of curiosity than of admiration,
for they are both remarkably beautiful
The Barretto sisters were born In Se-
ville, Spain, but at the tender age of

were se-: by their father to the Convent
of the Sacred Heart, in London. Tiring
of convent life and the prospect of becom-
ing nuns, the two girls conspired to es-

skiliful method. She secured the assist-
ance of a girl friend, who had but re-
cently left the convent, and effected her
escape, the younger sister agreeing to
remain behind untll such time as Anita
would send for her. At the time of
Anita’s escape from the convent she was
eleven years of age, and was just on the
eve of graduation.

Thrown upon her own resources, she
went to Italy with her girl friend, where
both began to study for the stage. After
her father had located her and returned
her to the convent, she again escaped
and wgnt to Parig, appearing under the
direction of Mme, Jou, singing in th
choir of Notre Dame and acting in short
dramatic sketches and private entertain-
ments. She finally secured an engage-
ment at the Opera Comique, but the work
was too hard, and she joined 2 company
going to Italy with “Cavalleria Rusti-
cana.”™

During her engagement in Italy Anita's
father agaln discovered her and brought
her to New York with him, where she
found employment in the chorus of the
Metropolitan Grand Opera Company
through the influence of Signor Glovanni
Her sister jolned her in New York, and
the two alternated in minor roies through-

While in the audience one night Milton
Aborn watched the work of the two Span-
ish girls, and later engaged them for his
company. They are two of the most
popular girls in the cast here and are
always conspicuous, not 0 much for their
dark complexion as for their sbility and
strikingly happy, smiling faces.

“The Beauty Spot,” now in New York,
has hit upon a novel form of advertise-
ment. Every woman with a mole will
be admitted free to the matinee perform-
ance on May 2. Those who saw the
Comstock & Gest show when it was in
YWashington will appreciate the idea.

| heavy-welghts, Jack Johnson and

Welden, Baker Moore, W, S. Martin,
Jane Rogers, and Mary Cecil.

Columbia—#A Royal Family®

“A Royal Family,” one of the memeo-
rable offerings by Annie Russell, will fol-
low “Merely Mary Ann” at the Columbia
Theater for the week beginning next
Monday evening, May 24. It is s particu-
lary beautifu! comedy by Capt. R. Mar-
shal, of the British army, who iz also
the author of “Hls Exceilency the Gov-
ernar” and other later successes. The
production in this city will be notable for
the added reason that it will be the me-
dlum through which Mr, Orme Caldars,
the leading man of the Columbia Players,
wiil be presented for the first time. Mr.
Celdara has just closed his season with
Kiaw & Erlanger's “The Rourd Up"
company, and his appearance with the
local players is looked forward to with
marked interest.

Natfonal—Aborn Opera Company in
“Princess Chiec.”

A new and weicome addition to the

Aborn Opera Company’'s repertoire will
be made In the offering for its fourth
week at the New National Theater, be-
ginning Monday mnight, May 24 Thais
charming comic opera of delightful mem-
ory, by Kirke La Shelle and Julian Ed-
wards, has recently been acquired by the
Aborn management and will be produced
"or the first time at thelr hands this sea-
son, and this occasion will likewise be the
first time It has ever been presented in
Washington at the summer scale of
prices now In effect at the New National.
While 1t is not the intention of the Aborn
management to star any particuiar mem-
ber of their cast, the first appearance
here for the present season of Blanche
Morrison, the fascinating prima donns
scubretts who took Washington opera-
gcers by storm doring the last Aborn
run, must be mentioned as of stellar im-
| portance.
i The policy to be followed this sea
by the Aborn management, as form
announced, is to keep cne group of favor-
ites at the New National as long as the
particular demands of the various operas
presented will permit, and any artist who
{ has become a favorite will be taken
isway except when absoiu necessary.
| With this end in view, they have arrayed
the usual group of popular singers and
comedians in sappropriate roles for their
cast of “Princess Chic.” These include
Forrest Huff, John Phillips, Howard
Chambers, Wiillam Herman West, Fritz!
von Busing, and Sabery D'Orseil An
important addition 10 the lst for the
week will be the well-known comic opera
comedian, Jack Henderson, for the role
of the chamberiain. An eiaborate pro-
duction of scenery and costumes is bein
prepared, and some attractive novelties
are being arranged for the display of the
capable Aborn chorus.

:
|

Chase’s—locs] Entertainments.

Although Chase’s ig closed next week in
its polite vaudeville capacity, it will be
the scene of a number of fine local enter-
tainments, presentations, and benefites for
several weeks to come in the following
order:

Monday night, May 24—A musical and
vaudevilie performance by the Vaude-
vitze Art Clud, of Washington.

Tuesday night, May 3—Children’s May
Kirmess by the puplls of Miss Hawke.

Wednesday night, May 28—Lecture by
the Hon. George R. Wendling under the
auspices of the Arlington Confederate
Monument Association.

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights,
May 27, 22, and 25-The May ball, danciog.
and festival carmival by the pupils of
Miss Cora B, Shreve,

Monday and Tuesday nights, May 31
and June 1—The Washington Canoce Club's
minstrel show.

Wednesday night, June 2-The Grease
Paint Club’s benefit for Georgetown Uni-
versity Hospital.

Saturday night June 5—Grand vaude-
ville benefit for the Masonic and Eastern
Star Home under the auspices of National
Lodge, No. 13, F. A. A M.

Academy,

There is, of course, much interest now
in the probable battle between the two
Jim
Jeffries. Johnson, who wrested the cham-
plonship honors from Tommy Burns, had
an easier game to play than he will have
with Jeffries, and the moving pictures of
his encounter with Burns in Austrzlia are
said to show Jchnson's best fighting form.
Those who have never seen Johnsem in
the ring will have an opportunity of jude-
ing him from a view of the moving
pictures when they are exhibited at ths
Academy of Music beginning Wednesday,
May 26

Canoe Club Minstrels,

The Washington Cance Club will give
its annual show at Chase's Theater May
8l and June 1. Thers will be two acts,
one “In Japan™ and another “In Africa
with Rooseveit,” and something décided-
ly new and up to date is promised,

Percy F. Leach, who Is the clubgwstage
manager, has already spent two weeks
putting the finighing touches on the pro-
duction &nd rehearsals are being held
every night at the Canoe Club. Costumes
for the entira company of forty have

'bpen ordered from New York by T. Ar-

thur Smith, business manager, and Mr.
Judson is organizing a special orchestra
for the occasion.

The four end men who helped to make
last yvear's performance at the Columbia
Theater such a success—Felix Mahoney,
“Cap“Morsell, Brooke Amiss, and Fred
Lincoln—will be on deck with something
entirely out of the ordinary in minstrel
offerings. Harry Stevens will sing sev-
eral new songs; Newton T. Hammer, as
the jungle Beau Brummel, will do & turn
that ought to scors a big hit and there
will be other numbers too numerous to
mention. The chorys has been carefully
trained, and there will be lots of good

But the “big noise™” of the show
will be somebody who is shooting wild
beasts across the ocean, and he will be
there in ail his giory. Tickets are now on
ssle at T. Arthur Smith's sgency, 141 F
street northwest.

A number of Washigton school chil-
dren were entertained by Miss Fritzl von
Busing in her dressing-room at the Na-
tional Theater last Walnesday afternoon,
foliowing the performance of “The Sere-
nade.” Miss von Busing has establishad
herself as &= pronounced favorite with the
Aborn clientele.
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